
8th Grade Language & Literature - CMMS 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
Under the International Baccalaureate Programme, eighth grade Language and Literature works to develop 
inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding and respect. Students are encouraged to become active, compassionate, and lifelong 
learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.  Using the IB framework, 
each trimester’s work will center around a Statement of Inquiry.  
 

COURSE WORK 
 
This course is the foundation for high school language arts courses.  Each trimester, students will read a core 
novel and/or shorter works of fiction and nonfiction that illustrate that term’s Statement of Inquiry.  These 
works will be discussed in class, but a majority of the reading will be done at home.  Students will be asked to 
draw evidence from the text to produce various written pieces. Our class frequently utilizes a system of stations 
through which students rotate weekly. It is imperative for success that students are proactive in taking 
responsibility for their own learning both in and out of class. 
 
In addition to the whole-class texts your student will be responsible for reading a novel independently.  Students 
will need to complete projects that illustrate their understanding of this independent text.  Project guidelines 
vary and will be distributed at the beginning of each term. 

 
GRADING  POLICY 

 
Grades will be calculated using a total point system. Any assignment not turned in on time will have point 
deductions as follows: 
 
Homework or class assignments 
10% deduction—1 day late 
30% deduction—2+ days late 
 
Projects 
10% deduction for each day after the due date (a total possible deduction of 40%) 
 

**After the completion of a unit, no assignment(s) from that unit will be accepted for credit.** 
 
 

COURSE RESOURCES 
 
First They Killed My Father by Loung Ung  
The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon 
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 
A minimum of three additional novels—student choice (One of these will be selected from the following: Berlin 
Boxing Club, Forgotten Fire, Prisoner B-3087, Between Shades of Gray.) 
Literature: Course 3 by Glencoe 
Prentice Hall Writing Coach by Pearson 
Supplemental informational texts from various media 
Achieve3000 






